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PINE PLAINS ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MINUTES 

Tuesday, July 25, 2023, 7:30 PM 

In-person and Zoom 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Scott Chase, Chairman, Carl Baden,  

                Michael O’Neill, Marie Stewart, Amanda Zick, 

                 

 
ABSENT:  Chris Wyant, Alternate 

ALSO PRESENT:   Dora Hage, Peter Hage, One Member of the Public 

(Russell Burchette) 

  

Scott Chase opened the meeting at 7:30 with a quorum present. 

Hage Garage Public Hearing:  Chase gave a summary of the project.  The 

applicants would like to place a garage in front of their house since 

placing it in the backyard or side yard would not work due to the 

placement of the house and the septic in the back.   

Chase asked if there were any members of the public looking to speak.  

Burchette, the applicants’ neighbor, said he is not familiar with the 

side yard setbacks and he is concerned with a forsythia bush that is 

in between their two properties that could be damaged during 

construction.  Burchette is looking for the bush to be replaced with 

something of equal or greater value.  Burchette said he would also 

like the garage placed closer to the road if possible.   

Stewart said they did a site visit and that it slopes down too great 

closer to the road where it would need to be filled in and it would 

not line up with the driveway. 

Baden asked if the bush would need to be removed – the applicant 

replied hopefully not.  The board discussed how forsythias are very 

hardy and would most likely come back even if damaged.   

Zick asked about the side yard setback and Chase replied it was 

changed to 8 feet a few years ago.  Zick asked if they applied for a 

variance for a side yard as well and the board replied no. 

Chase asked Burchette if he had any other concerns and Burchette 

replied no, the bush was his main concern.   
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Zick asked if that should be a condition on the resolution.  Stewart 

said it comes down to whose property it is on.  Burchette said he 

doesn’t want to the responsibility to replace it if necessary.   

Chase asked for a motion to close the public hearing, motion by Baden, 

second by Zick, all in favor, motion carried. 

The board felt, since it is a forsythia bush, that it is not necessary 

to write it into the resolution. 

P. Hage said he was not looking to level the bush, but he does not 

think it needs to be written into the resolution.  Burchette said he 

would still like to see it in writing.  D. Hage said she is fine with 

replacing it if the bush dies.  Chase said they are not violating the 

side yard at all.  Chase feels the issues at hand do not correspond 

with the zoning board’s purview, but he is sympathetic with the 

neighbor.   

Chase then read the resolution (see attached).  Chase asked for a 

motion to adopt the resolution, motion by Stewart, second by Baden, 

all in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of the June Meeting Minutes: Motion by Zick, second by 

O’Neill, to approve the June meeting minutes, all in favor, motion 

carried.   

Meeting adjourned at 7:57pm.   

Respectfully submitted by: 

Tricia Devine Scott Chase 

Secretary Chairman 
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