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Beautification Committee Meeting Minutes  5/20/25  
 
Attending: Elena Meccariello and Vikki Soracco, co-chairs; members Lenora 
Champagne, Thayer Durell, Jeanne Valentine-Chase; and Jeanine Sisco, Town 
Board Liaison  
 
Thank you notes have been sent to all who donated toward the new planters and 
future BC projects, including Bank of Millbrook, Cichetti Family, Chaseholm, Factory 
Lane Auto Repair, Lo-Nan Farms, Mashomack Community Fund, Pine Plains 
Pharmacy, The Shaving Parlor, Keith Sisco, Eliott Spitzer, Stissing House, Storybook 
Cafe, Sugar Hill Farm, T.L.Cie Antiques + Decorations, Tower Pizza + Restaurant. 
Special thanks were extended to Alex Athanasiadis, proprietor of Demeter Home, 
who ordered the planters at cost and facilitated the expedited delivery in time for the 
Garden Club to plant. Thanks also to the Pine Plains Garden Club, Town Decorating 
Day Committee and the American Legion.  
Jim Boyles was also thanked for constructing the granite planters by the Clock 
Tower. The granite had been used in the original Town Park that was constructed in 
the late 1980’s on the site of the former Ketterer Hotel. 
 
The new trash cans are in place between the Bank of Millbrook and the building 
owned by Thayer Durell. Thanks to Thayer for labeling the can with “Trash” and 
“Recyclables”. The committee is considering purchasing two additional cans for the 
Town Park near the former Library building. 
 
The soil from the old barrels was transferred by numerous volunteers in adequate 
time for the Garden Club to add topsoil and their spring plantings. In order to lift the 
new planters to facilitate drainage, red bricks will be donated by and placed beneath 
each planter by Elena and Jack Meccariello and will be assisted by Thayer. Thayer 
prepped the planters to accommodate the Winter Holiday Trees and American flags.  
The planters will be watered regularly by the Highway Department’s new hire, Rich 
Johnson.  
 
The cherry tree in the Town Park didn’t survive the winter and will be replaced by a 
Native Dogwood. Maintenance on the Town Park is currently hired out bi-annually to 
Sue Robertson of Down to Earth Landscaping but Rich Johnson may assume some 
of the park’s maintenance.  
Currently, the fountain isn’t operating and will be repaired by volunteer Silas Elem 
prior to Memorial Day. 
 



We discussed reimbursement for BC purchases and how we can facilitate these 
purchases and/or be reimbursed. Since the town is tax exempt, sales tax cannot be 
reimbursed and we must therefore use a Town of PP tax exempt form. Jeanine is 
developing a policy protocol for clarification and town wide use. 
 
Several church signs at the entrances to town are in poor condition. Jeanne will 
contact the churches and discuss possible repair or replacement. 
 
Elena reported that she has contacted NYS DOT re crosswalk signs at the library 
and high school.  
 
Discussed dumpsters in town and current town law regarding enclosures. ​
 
Discussed a permanent logo that reflects our Mission and Vision Statements. The 
BC will search for a graphic designer who can assist.  
 
It was noted that the CAC is currently working on a Tree Survey. Elena will ask Gail 
Mellow, CAC Chairperson, to attend our next meeting. 
 
Next Meeting: Thursday, June 12, 10a at The Stissing Center 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeanne Valentine-Chase 
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